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“Education is a great engine of personal development. It is through education 

that the daughter of a peasant can become a doctor and that a child of 

farmworkers can become the president of a great nation. It is what we make out 

of what we have, not what we are given, that separates one person from 

another.” These are the great words spoken by a world leader, Nelson Mandela, 

who is unknown to none.   

 

Education, by definition means, an enlightening experience.If so, shouldn’t we 

give a thought on these things, such as… Is education only to be found within 

the confines of our school/college buildings? Is education only a means to find 

oneself a livelihood, socio-economic status in society? If education, knowledge 

or wisdom are attainable, then why do we, in India, worship Goddess 

Saraswati? Surely, we know in our heart, that the value of education can’t be 

expressed on a piece of paper or that knowledge can only come to us as a 

blessing, as ‘Ashirwad.’And we can only seek a blessing and never attain it, for 

it’s a lifelong journey without a destination, and the journey itself is a blessing.  

 

So, let’s contextualize the idea of education so that it finds its place in today’s 

day and age. Today when the world it’s grappling with the after effects of 

COVID-19, a bitter truth we face today is its impact on students, or the younger 

generation at large. The over exposure to the internet, metaverse replacing 

playgrounds and games, social media likes and followers sets precedent over 

real and meaningful relationships, how important is imparting real education to 

them seems to be the real challenge.  

 

Let us travel to thousands of years back in time, to Vedic era… 

The Hindu culture finds its roots in the granthas and vedas, Mahabharatha, the 

Bhagwad Gita and Ramayana to name a few. Vedic people considered 

education as a source of light, a means to find Spiritual Awakening. The 

concept of Vedic education was grounded on the fact that the real goal of 



education is to develop character, to find peace, and freedom and most 

importantly, ‘dharma.’ 

 

The Hindu epic the Bhagwadgita relates how, in the midst of the war Arjuna is 

consumed with doubts. Seeing his family members, his guru- Dhrona, Pitamah 

Bheesma in the opposing side, his heart is filled with agony and helplessness. 

He wonders about the meaning of life and the futility of war, seeing the 

dilemma of his favourite pupil, Lord Krishna explains to Arjuna that within the 

great cosmic cycle each being possesses a unique ‘dharma’, the path one must 

follow and duties one must fulfil. That if Arjuna shuns to combat, he would be 

rebelling with the very laws of nature. Being enlightened by the almighty 

himself and seeing (darshan of) his beloved friend Madhav, in his true form, 

Arjuna is ridden of all his doubts and picks up his weapons and combats, killing 

all his enemies and becoming one of the most esteemed heroes of the Hindu 

world.  

 

 The answers to all our modern problems can be found in our history, engraved 

in our culture, withheld by traditions. One must learn, educate himself to look 

into self, listen intentionally. Education then, isn’t just a means to attainment, 

but a necessary path to free the mind.  

 

Let us say, there are two kinds of education: the psychological and the 

physiological. There is no clear demarcation between the two, they overlap. 

Surely, it’s naïve to believe that one outweighs the other, because that is not 

true. The tools and skills requiredto live and thrive in our day-to-day life, like 

studying technology, language, mathematics is the physiological aspect of 

education. One which is essential to make a living worthwhile, for ambition 

about a better future has been instrumental for humans to evolve.  

 

With the advent of technology and internet, many believe that soon it will 

replace institutional way of education, let us not argue with that because for 

change will come, and so shall we embrace. But the greater question is, can 

technology be accepted as way of education without proper guidance or 

mentorship?  

 

Technology isn’t bad. If one knows what he wants in life, technology can help 

you get it. But if you don’t know what you want in life, it will be all too easy for 



technology to shape your aims for you and take control of your life. So, let’s 

say, technology can be a part of the curriculum of schools and colleges, but to 

believe that it can completely replace the existence of institutions is too 

ingenuous to believe.  

 

Physiological education provided by classroom settings provide children unique 

real time experiences which simply can’t be replaced through digital screens. 

Skills obtained through human interactions such as language skills, 

interpersonal skills, organisational skills which are fundamental to build a 

healthy society, to build nation can only be learnt through interactions with peer 

and teachers. The tools and technology one learns from educational institutes 

can then be applied for bigger purposes, like ending poverty to World peace to 

colonising Mars. But its core foundation lays in family and classroom learnings. 

Because Education is what brings clarity of thoughts. And to be educated truly, 

is a way of life.  

 

Having said that, it is also important to acknowledge that not everything can be 

taught through books or by a mentor. The psychological aspect of education, the 

education of the mind, for the self, helps us to discover lasting values. 

Education then, means in its true sense, is the understanding of oneself, because 

within each one of us the whole of existence is gathered. 

 

Well, it’s up to the individual to decide what place knowledge and 

educationholds in one’s life, but there is no escaping of the fact that the true 

essence of education is the peaceful synergy of the physiological and the 

psychological. For one cannot exist without the other. And to navigate through 

these paths and to find purpose and meaning is what we call, journey of life! 
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